
Let the school know in advance if your child is going to be absent or if you have concerns about 
your child’s attendance or school performance.

SFISD Attendance Tips For 
Parents

Keep Open Lines of Communication with your Children, 

Teacher, Principal, and School Attendance Office:

Report all absences on the day the student will miss school by calling the attendance office.

Provide doctor’s notes to the attendance clerk when medical verification is available for 
student’s absences.

If your child does not want to go to school, find out why and work with your school and child to 
address concerns. Let your child know he/she must attend school.

If you notice your child is avoiding a particular class or is having a difficult time in one subject 
area, discuss this with your child and his/her teacher. Offer extra support at home. This will 
prevent your child from developing a behavior of avoidance in school when things become 
difficult.

Get to know your children’s friends and their families and make connections with other families 
that value school attendance.

Do not let your child persuade you into making an excuse for him/her. Don’t give up. Reward 
good behavior and take it one day at a time.
 
 

Ask teachers and staff at your child’s school and other family members for advice on how to 
keep your child going to school – on time, every day!

Check your child’s backpack weekly. Occasionally important letters (such as a medical excuse 
for last Thursday’s absence) can become lost in a full backpack. Organizing its contents 
weekly improves your chances of finding these documents while they are still useful.

Keep a school year calendar. This is an excellent way to track all of the important dates, 
holidays, and events at your child’s school. It is also a convenient place to document absences 
(who was absent, why and how you cleared it/date cleared), phone calls/conferences with 
school staff, and all of your other important school related information.

Make sure your child knows you do not approve of him/her being late or absent. Talk to your 
child about issues that may be making them late for school.

Help your child understand the state laws and school attendance policies.

Contact your child’s school for help if it is needed to support your child or family.


